
458 

15 CFR Subtitle B, Ch. II (1–1–07 Edition) § 295.7 

advancing the state of the art and con-
tributing significantly to the U.S. sci-
entific and technical knowledge base. 
The technical plan must be clear and 
concise, and must clearly identify the 
core innovation, the technical ap-
proach, major technical hurdles, the 
attendant risks, and clearly establish 
feasibility through adequately detailed 
plans linked to major technical bar-
riers. The plan must address the ques-
tions of ‘‘what, how, where, when, why, 
and by whom’’ in substantial detail. 
The Program will assess the proposing 
team’s relevant experience for pursuing 
the technical plan. The team carrying 
out the work must demonstrate a high 
level of scientific/technical expertise to 
conduct the R&D and have access to 
the necessary research facilities. 

(b) Potential for broad-based economic 
benefits (50%). The proposed technology 
must have a strong potential to gen-
erate substantial benefits to the nation 
that extend significantly beyond the 
direct returns to the proposing organi-
zation(s). The proposal must explain 
why ATP support is needed and what 
difference ATP funding is expected to 
make in terms of what will be accom-
plished with the ATP funding versus 
without it. The pathways to economic 
benefit must be described, including 
the proposer’s plan for getting the 
technology into commercial use, as 
well as additional routes that might be 
taken to achieve broader diffusion of 
the technology. The proposal should 
identify the expected returns that the 
proposer expects to gain, as well as re-
turns that are expected to accrue to 
others, i.e., spillover effects. The Pro-
gram will assess the proposer’s rel-
evant experience and level of commit-
ment to the project and project’s orga-
nizational structure and management 
plan, including the extent to which 
participation by small businesses is en-
couraged and is a key component in a 
joint venture proposal, and for large 
company single proposers, the extent 
to which subcontractor/subrecipient 
teaming arrangements are featured and 
are a key component of the proposal. 

[63 FR 64414, Nov. 20, 1998] 

§ 295.7 Notice of availability of funds. 
The Program shall publish at least 

annually a FEDERAL REGISTER notice 

inviting interested parties to submit 
proposals, and may more frequently 
publish invitations for proposals in the 
Commerce Business Daily, based upon 
the annual notice. Proposals must be 
submitted in accordance with the 
guidelines in the ATP Proposal Prepa-
ration Kit as identified in the pub-
lished notice. Proposals will only be 
considered for funding when submitted 
in response to an invitation published 
in the FEDERAL REGISTER, or a related 
announcement in the Commerce Busi-
ness Daily. 

[63 FR 64414, Nov. 20, 1998] 

§ 295.8 Intellectual property rights; 
publication of research results. 

(a)(1) Patent rights. Title to inven-
tions arising from assistance provided 
by the Program must vest in a com-
pany or companies incorporated in the 
United States. Joint ventures shall 
provide to NIST a copy of their written 
agreement which defines the disposi-
tion of ownership rights among the 
members of the joint venture, and their 
contractors and subcontractors as ap-
propriate, that complies with the first 
sentence of this paragraph. The United 
States will reserve a nonexclusive, non-
transferable, irrevocable, paid-up li-
cense to practice or have practiced for 
or on behalf of the United States any 
such intellectual property, but shall 
not, in the exercise of such license, 
publicly disclose proprietary informa-
tion related to the license. Title to any 
such intellectual property shall not be 
transferred or passed, except to a com-
pany incorporated in the United 
States, until the expiration of the first 
patent obtained in connection with 
such intellectual property. Nothing in 
this paragraph shall be construed to 
prohibit the licensing to any company 
of intellectual property rights arising 
from assistance provided under this 
section. 

(2) Patent procedures. Each award by 
the Program shall include provisions 
assuring the retention of a govern-
mental use license in each disclosed in-
vention, and the government’s reten-
tion of march-in rights. In addition, 
each award by the Program will con-
tain procedures regarding reporting of 
subject inventions by the funding Re-
cipient to the Program, including the 
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subject inventions of members of the 
joint venture (if applicable) in which 
the funding Recipient is a participant, 
contractors and subcontractors of the 
funding Recipient. The funding Recipi-
ent shall disclose such subject inven-
tions to the Program within two 
months after the inventor discloses it 
in writing to the Recipient’s des-
ignated representative responsible for 
patent matters. The disclosure shall 
consist of a detailed, written report 
which provides the Program with the 
following: the title of the present in-
vention; the names of all inventors; the 
name and address of the assignee (if 
any); an acknowledgment that the 
United States has rights in the subject 
invention; the filing date of the present 
invention, or, in the alternative, a 
statement identifying that the Recipi-
ent determined that filing was not fea-
sible; an abstract of the disclosure; a 
description or summary of the present 
invention; the background of the 
present invention or the prior art; a de-
scription of the preferred embodi-
ments; and what matter is claimed. 
Upon issuance of the patent, the fund-
ing Recipient or Recipients must no-
tify the Program accordingly, pro-
viding it with the Serial Number of the 
patent as issued, the date of issuance, a 
copy of the disclosure as issued, and if 
appropriate, the name, address, and 
telephone number(s) of an assignee. 

(b) Copyrights: Except as otherwise 
specifically provided for in an Award, 
funding recipients under the Program 
may establish claim to copyright sub-
sisting in any data first produced in 
the performance of the award. When 
claim is made to copyright, the funding 
recipient shall affix the applicable 
copyright notice of 17 U.S.C. 401 or 402 
and acknowledgment of Government 
sponsorship to the data when and if the 
data are delivered to the Government, 
are published, or are deposited for reg-
istration as a published work in the 
U.S. Copyright Office. The funding re-
cipient shall grant to the Government, 
and others acting on its behalf, a paid 
up, nonexclusive, irrevocable, world-
wide license for all such data to repro-
duce, prepare derivative works, per-
form publicly and display publicly, and 
for data other than computer software 

to distribute to the public by or on be-
half of the Government. 

(c) Publication of research results: The 
decision on whether or not to publish 
research results will be made by the 
funding recipient(s). Unpublished intel-
lectual property owned and developed 
by any business or joint research and 
development venture receiving funding 
or by any member of such a joint ven-
ture may not be disclosed by any offi-
cer or employee of the Federal Govern-
ment except in accordance with a writ-
ten agreement between the owner or 
developer and the Program. The li-
censes granted to the Government 
under § 295.8(b) shall not be considered 
a waiver of this requirement. 

[55 FR 30145, July 24, 1990. Redesignated and 
amended at 59 FR 667, 669, Jan. 6, 1994; 63 FR 
64414, Nov. 20, 1998] 

§ 295.9 Protection of confidential infor-
mation. 

As required by section 278n(d)(5) of 
title 15 of the United States Code, the 
following information obtained by the 
Secretary on a confidential basis in 
connection with the activities of any 
business or joint research and develop-
ment venture receiving funding under 
the program shall be exempt from dis-
closure under the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act— 

(1) Information on the business oper-
ation of any member of the business or 
joint venture; 

(2) Trade secrets possessed by any 
business or any member of the joint 
venture. 

[55 FR 30145, July 24, 1990. Redesignated at 59 
FR 667, Jan. 6, 1994] 

§ 295.10 Special reporting and auditing 
requirements. 

Each award by the Program shall 
contain procedures regarding tech-
nical, business, and financial reporting 
and auditing requirements to ensure 
that awards are being used in accord-
ance with the Program’s objectives and 
applicable Federal cost principles. The 
purpose of the technical reporting is to 
monitor ‘‘best effort’’ progress toward 
overall project goals. The purpose of 
the business reporting system is to 
monitor project performance against 
the Program’s mission as required by 
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